PEKING
"are often ragged beggars. Nowadays they are agreeably
surprised to find themselves paid for nourishing parasites
which they used to carry on them for nothing all day and all
night."
When the lice are ten days old it is time to infect them.
A little of the cerebral matter of the typhus-stricken guinea-
pig is injected into their intestines. Within a few days the
microbes are swarming. Then the lice are dissected with a
scalpel. The intestines are,placed in a mixture of carbolic
and water. The whole is well pounded, purified, kept for
half an hour at a temperature of 160 degrees—and the
vaccine is ready!
But to return to our journey—we still had to arrange about
arms, money and passports.
Peter managed to have a small rifle, a .22 B.S.A., sent
from Shanghai by a friend. Owing to a railway accident
there was a delay and it only arrived the day of our departure.
But my companion did not consider this a reason for not
taking out the necessary hunting licence, and secured one in
record time. To ensure supplies for our victualling depart-
ment he also brought a Winchester .44 rifle.
So as not to have to carry a heavy cargo of Mexican dollars
(the money that circulates in China), in trains and lorries,
Fleming obtained a cheque on the office at Sining, the last
town before the uninhabited regions of the Koko Nor, from
the Peking Postmaster-General. What we should do after
that we had no idea. According to Owen Lattimore, the
Indian merchants of Khotan could not export their capital
and would gladly accept cheques payable in India. Still, at
the very last moment, I thought of the Himalayas and bought
ten English pounds so as not to arrive in India with nothing
in my pocket.
In theory, only passports countersigned by Nanking were
valid, but in view of the clandestine character of our journey
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